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Mission Statement
The Staff of Joyce Kilmer Elementary School will promote academic excellence through high expectations and academic rigor while encouraging a love of
learning through the use of a differentiated instructional approach that recognizes the uniqueness of each student.

September 1, 2015
Dear Parent or Guardian:
The attached notice is one of several that all parents of students attending our school will
receive regarding requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). The notice
informs you of your right to request the qualifications of your child’s teachers. According to
NCLB, you will be reminded of your right to request this information each school year. If you
request this information, you will also be told about the qualifications of any paraprofessional
who may be helping your child learn certain skills.
You are being given this notice because NCLB established a new definition of “highly
qualified” for teachers of core academic subjects, which include English, reading/language arts,
math, science, foreign language, social studies, art, music, and drama. All teachers of core
academic subjects must have met the new federal requirement by the end of the 2005-2006
school year.
Our state has always been a leader in setting high standards for the licensing of teachers and our
school district works hard to bring qualified, fully licensed teachers into our classrooms. NCLB
gives you the “right to know” about the qualifications of your child’s teachers and our school
district has changed its requirements to meet the new federal definition.
Currently, our records indicate the following percentage of our teachers of core academic
subjects meet the new definition for being “highly qualified”:
100% Percentage of teachers highly qualified per NCLB
0% Percentage working toward meeting new qualifications.

I am confident in the ability of our faculty to provide the highest level of instruction for all
students as we work toward implementing and attaining new federal and state requirements. As
always, I appreciate and encourage your continued involvement at school and support of your
child’s education.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Rebecca J. Tiernan
Principal
Attachment: Annual Parent Notice, Right to Request Teacher Qualifications

Cherry Hill Public Schools
TITLE I – PARENTS’ RIGHT-TO-KNOW
September 1, 2015
Dear parent/guardian:
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act is our country’s most important federal Education
law. In 2001 this law was reauthorized and is now called the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).
NCLB was designed to make changes in teaching and learning that will help increase academic
achievement in our schools.
The law requires that all schools receiving Title I funds must inform parents of their right to ask
schools about the qualifications of their child’s teachers. Our school receives Title I funding and
we are happy to share this information with you at your request.
We believe that nothing is more important to your child’s education at school than having a wellprepared and highly qualified teacher. The law requires that all teachers must meet a specific
legal definition of “highly qualified” in order to teach in schools that receive Title I funding. The
legal definition of a “highly qualified teacher” has three parts. It states that the teacher must have
the following:
1. A four-year college degree
2. A regular teaching certificate/license
3. Proof of their knowledge in the subject they teach
New Jersey has some of the most qualified teachers in the country, and we are extremely proud
of the quality of the teaching staff in the Cherry Hill Public School District. All teachers in our
school district already meet this legal definition of highly qualified. All of our regular teachers
have college degrees and many have advanced degrees. The state of New Jersey has always
required a teaching certificate/license for all teachers. In addition, every teacher continues
learning through professional development activities and our teachers are evaluated each year
to make sure that their teaching skills remain at the highest possible level.
A highly qualified teacher knows what to teach, how to teach, and has a full understanding of the
subject matter being taught. We believe that every teacher in our school is fully qualified and
dedicated to teaching your child.
I encourage you to support your child’s education and communicate with your child’s teacher(s)
on a regular basis. For more information on NCLB, and the role of Title I parents, please visit
the United States Department of Education web site at www.ed.gov/nclb. By partnering, families
and educators can provide your child with the best education possible.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Rebecca J. Tiernan
Principal
Action Item #6

